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bert Union, new and forever, one and
* Sihirty-ong Inseparable.”

THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 1850,

THE ADMINISTRATION AND ITS ENEMIES.

¥n addition to daily assaults by the Opposition
acgan in this eity—which, frgm the monotony of

|
| >
| Ix Sgxars—ArniL 17, 1850,
|

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the special

| order, being the motion of the Senator from Mississip, (Mr.

. Foorx) to refer the resolutions of the Senator from Tennes-

| see (Mr. Berr) and of the Senstor from Kentucky (Mr.
| Cray) to a committee of thirieen.

| The VICE PRESIDENT announced the first question to
| be on the amendment of the Senstor from Missouri, a modi-
| fication of which by Mr. Crax he had accepted.

| The amendment, ss originally proposed by the Senator
| from Missouri, was in these words :

| Provided, That nothing in the motion shall be construed

its abuse and misrepresentation, have ceased 10 | 45’44 10 affirm the existence of any power in Congress over

attract particular attention—the Telegraph lines and

the Mails have been put in requisition to disperse |
aver the country the most unfounded and unjust |
representations respecting the relations which exist |

hetween the President of the United States and the |
Members of his Cabinet, and between the Presi- |
dent and the two Houses of Congress.

The following paragraphs, for example, form
part of the Washington Letter of April 11, in the |
Journal of Commeree of Saturday ; which the more
deserve notice, because of the general accuracy as |
to facts of the Washington Correspondent of that
paper:

« The truth is that a great number of disappoint- |
« ed Whigs, forming a majority of the party, [in

« every means of wirning them and their adherents |
« out of office.

¢« They have made some progress in the scheme,
« and expect to accomplish it. I'hey have undoubt-
« edly won the President over to them; for he is
« very much worried by the representations that his
< own honor is implicated in the transactions which |
“ are alleged to ‘be of doubtful propriety. |

«tThe President has intimated a strong dlspOSl-]
“ tion to follow the suggestions of his friends, and |
« fornt a new Cabinet_. In t}Eal case, _the old Cabi- |
¢ pet must go out, as it came in, a wnit.”

Of these statements, we feel authorized to say,
every one is erroneous, in whole or in part.

‘That there are some Whigs in Congress who |
are unfriendly to the Cabinet, we do not doubt,
No Cabinet has ever existed, within our knowledge, |
which had not enemies in Congress, even among
those who assisted to place them in power. Dur-
ing.the pure and upright Administration of the late
President Apaws, for example, there was always a |
strong opposition, in both Houses, not only to the |
President, but to the Members of his Cabinet. But |
there is no reason, as far as we are informed, to |

suppose that the adversaries of the present Admin. |
istration constitute * a majority” of the Whig party |
in the two Houses, or in either House of Congress.,
We trust and believe that it is not true that éven
those Whigs who are unfriendly to the Adminis-
tration are “ moving every means” to turn the
Heads of the Executive Departments out of office. |
Sare we aré, that it is no part of the proper voca- |
tion of Members of Congress, individually or col-
lectively, to turn Members of the Cabinet * and |
their adherents’” out of office; and not less sure
are we, that, should any attempt be made to encroach |
upon the functions of the Executive in that particu- |
lar, it would meet with a decisive and constitutional |
vebuke. We should be very loth and very sorry |
to believe that they (*‘the disappeinted Whigs™) |
have made any progress in such a ¢ scheme.” If|
shey “expect to accomplish it,” they surely de- |
ceive themselves.

It is not true that the enemies of the Cabinet
* have won the PresiDENT over to them :" nor is
it true that * the President has intimated a strong
disposition’ to * form anew Cabinet.”" There ex-

ists, we have reason to know, entire concord be-

tween him and his Cabinet: and there is not, we
werily believe, a single member of the Cabinet who
would not retire from his station instantaneously
on discovering that his presence in the Council
Chamber was not desired by the President, There
is pot, we are persuaded, one of them who is not
affectionately and deeply attached to the President,
and proud that he enjoys the esteem and confidence
of that eminent man. Nor is there in fact any
division, or any want of harmony, between the
JPresident and the members of the Cabinet.

Sincere friends to the President, grateful for the

services which he has rendered, and those which |

e is now performing, for his country, we are re-
joiced to be able to say, as we now do upon the
best authority, that there is not a shadow of truth
in the rumors respecting the relalions between the
President and the Cabinet to which we have in
the preceding paragraphs referred.

The * transactions "’ which are represented to
have * worried” the President are, we suppose,
the seitlement at the Treasury, upon principles of
statute and public law, of certain claims, the amount
of which constitutes the chief ground of objection
to them. 'I'o suppose that the * honor™ of the
President could be in any way “implicated "’ in
these transactions, is an assumption obviously
gratuitous.

To understand why these claims have been ad-
justed under the present Administration, it is suf-
ficient for the reader to learn that there were
many claims left unsettled by the late Administra-
tion, and thrown upon the present Administration
for adjustment ; the labor devolved by which upon
different branches of the Government_has greatly
embarrassed the several Departments, and the
amount of which has given rise to the clamor which
has been raised on the subjeet,

It is enough further to say that the claims ob-
jected to have been settled strictly according to law
and usage ; and that, contrary to what has been pre-
tended in some quarters, no elaim upon the Govern-
ment which had been settled and closed, has been
re-opened under this .Administration except in
obedience 10 instructions by Congress.

Texsessere Historican Socrery.—At the last
meeting of this Society, Professor Cross read a
r on *The admission of I'ennessee into the
nion,” in which he corrected, on the authority
of Roulstone's Statutes, and other evidence, the
ition taken by Mr. Callioun in the Senate, when
fe said that California should be remanded back to
her territorial condition, *as was done in the case
of Tennessee."”” He showed that the first session
of the General Assembly of Tennessee was begun
and held at Knoxville, on Monday, the 28th of
March, 1796, and that it adjourned on the 20th
of April of the same year. The act for the admis-
sion of Tennessee passed Congress on the Ist
June, 1796 ; =o that the Assembly commenced its
sgssions full three months, and closed more than
two months, before Congress invested her with the
altributes of sovereignty.

Tur Wonen or Fuancr.—Thoee in the middling classes
carry on the grester part of the business ; the energy and
talent of the couniry seem to be concentrated in them. They
teod the stores, keep the books, pay and receive the money,
and take upon themselves often the complete charge of a large
establishment.  Tn miny bouseholde the tusband seems to

B o mere appendage to the wife, a kind of convenient and
aecessary evil,

the four following points :
1. The abolition of slavery within the States.
2. The suppression of the slave trade between the States.
3. The abolition of slavery within the forts, arsenals, dock-
yards, and navy yurds of the United States. J
4. The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia.
The Senator from Kentucky proposed to amend so that it
should read— |

Provided, That nothing in the reference shall bs so em=
strued as to assert or imply the existence of any power what-
ever in Congress for the sbolition by Congress ol slavery
within the States ; nor to suthorize the suppression by Con-
gress of the slave trade between the States, nor that Congress
ought to abolish slavery in the forts, arsennls, dock yards, and
navy yards of the United States, nor that Congress ought to
abotish slavery in the Distriet of Columbia,

Mr. CLAY. M. President, [ desire to offer an amend-
ment to the amendment proposed by the Senator from Mis-
souri. It will be recollected by the Senate that the Senator
from Missowi proposed sn amendment, when this sulject was
last before the Senate, to restrict the commi'tee, in its consi-

| deration of these resolutions, to thirteen topics which are

enumerated in his motion ; and that I efierwards moved an
amendment o that amendment, which the Senator from Mis-
souri accepted. Therefore, the amendment as it now stands is
the one which I proposed to modify, snd which the Senator
from Missouri accepted. | now wish to propose an smend-
ment to the proposition as modified by the Senator from
Missouri.

The amendment which I now propose is to strike out all
the propositions of the Senstor from Missouri, after the word
“¢ provided,” and insert the following :

*“ That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express or
advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either general
or specific, for the guidance of the said committee.”

Mr. President, I will make a single remark. The amend-

' ment of the Senator from Missouri, as it now sfands, proposes

to declare that Cungress possesses no power upon certain sub-
jects therein mentioned. Such a declaration on the part of

| the Qenate, it seems to me, is wholly unnecessary, as the Sen-

ate would, by a unanimous voice, declare the belief that
Congress has no power to abolish slavery in the several
States, snd so forth. [ think it, therefore, uscless as it at
present stands; and I propose this amendment, declaring
that the Senste does not deem it nccessary, in advance, to
express any opinion or give any instruetions whatever to the
committee. I hope the amendment may be adopted.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the amendment which
is called that of the Senator from Missouri is the amendment
of the Senator f om Kentucky himself, which was sccepted
by the Senator from Missouri on Thursday last in a gpirit of
compromise. The Senator from Kentucky now proposes to
amend his own smendment by rubbing it all out. Why, sir,

| I will withdraw it, and fall back upon my own original amend-

ment, which I will undertake to get through, if 1 can, and I
will call for the vote upon each poiut. [ withdraw that

! am=ndment.

The VICE PRESIDENT. The amendment of the Se-
nator from Missouri having been withdrawn, the amend-
ments to that amendment fall with it.

Mr. BENTON. Mr, President, [ now offer my own
amendment—

¢ Provided, That nothing in this reference shall be con-
strued to authorize the said eommittee to take into considera-
tion uny thing that relates to either of the four following sub-
(38
I 1. The abolition of slavery within the States.

¢ 2. The suppression of the slave-trade between the States.

“ 3. The abolition jof slavery within the forts, arsenals,
dock -yards, and navy yards of the United States.

“ 4. The abolition of slavery in the District of Columbhia.

¢ And provided further, That said ecommittee shall not take
into eonsideration any questions relating to the subject of do-
mestie slavery in the United States whiji shall not be speciul-
ly referred to them by order of the Senate.”

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I now move my amendment,
as juet now proposed, to the amendment of the Senator from
Missouri. Strike out all after the word *¢ provided,” and in-
sert the following :

¢ That the Senate does not deem it necessary to express in
advance any opinion, or to give any instructions, either gene-~
ral or specific, for the guidance of the said committee.” ;

Mr. CASS. It seems to me that the two amendments
are in conflict. Do I understand that the amendment of the
Senator from Kentucky is to be a substitute for the amead-
" ment of the Senator from Miseouri ?
| Mr. CLAY. Certainly.

Mr. BENTON. T rise with great reluctance and defer-
| ence to the honorable Senator from Kentucky, who certainly
| is pmfem!cd]y one of the best skilled parliamentarians, and
| perhnps is equal in that respeet to any in America or Eu-

rope—I say, it is with great deference that [ woull suggest
| that he is not proceeding parliamentarily, when ho offurs such
a resolve as that is, and calle it an amendment. [ do not
think it can come under the name, style, or description of an
| amendment at all.  The object of it can be attained in a par-
| liamentary way hy voling down the proposition I have sub-

mitted. An amendment is to improve a thing, to make it.

hetter ; but here is a design to obtain a resolution from the
| Senate declaring that they will not act upon the subjeet at all.
| Now, Mr. Presilent, it is my intention, before we go into
the question' of amendments, in consequence of what was
communicated yestcrday as to the absence of a portion of the
Sena'e on Monday next, to bring a motion before the Senae,
which [ communicated yesterday.. Half a dozen Senators are
to be absent by order of the Senate, and it follows of courss
that no questions in which the States they represent are inte-
rested will be taken up during that time. If half a dozen
| members of the Senate go away on Monday on a mission that
- must keep them away one or iwo weeks, it will be one week
or two weeks—no one can tell how long—befure any thing
that concerns California can again be taken up in the Senate.
Now, we have three days and a half of this week to work in,
| and, during these three days and a half, it seems to me that
' what ¢ ncerns California can be disposed of one way or the
other, and_tnfure these gentlemen go away that State will
have a decision upon her application for admission. If any
| thing is done which prevents a decision upon her application,
it stands over for one or two weeks more, in addition to the
eight weeks which have already elapsed since the President
| comm ‘.J his ge with the constitution of California.
| Itis my desire, Mr. Preeident, after having lost cight weeks,
to avoid the loss of two more, which will be g dead loss, be
| eause we cannot touch the subject during that time, and all
of us are sufficiently acquainted with what happens in parlia-
| zientary bodies, when any thing is laid down for two weeks
| and gets cold.  When you take it up sgain, you take it upde
novo, and give us a re-hash of every thing that has been said
before, with the addition of as much more as has becn thought
of in the mean time. To proceed in a way which will not
bring the Senate to a decision upon the sdmission of Califor-
| nia this week, is fo make a dead loss of two more weeks, to
| be followed by as many more weeks s the discussion may
last. | feelit to be my duty, in contequence of what was
communica‘ed to the Senate yesterday, and Liave made up my
mind accordingly, to move, before we enter into the question
of the committee, to take up the bill No. 169, reported by the
Committes on Territories, for the admission of the State of
| Califormia. T deem it my duty to make that molion, upon
| the belief that, having had this subject vpon our hands, in
| some shape or other, since the mecting of the Senate in De-
cember—after having had the question of the admission of
! California, in some shape, upon our minds the whole of that
time, we shall be able, in the three or four remaining days of
this week, to act upon it in one way or anather, if our action
is confined to that bill, and nothing elee.

Now, sir, | will read that bill, and let the Senatesee how brief
and to the point it is, and how comprehensive are the points
which the bill contains. They are these, sir. That the State
of California shall be and she is hereby declared to be one of,

! the United States of America, on an equal footing with the
original States in all respects whatever. Thst i: the whole
bili, as far as it respects the admission of Califi roia, and it is
drawn in plain terms, according to the esrly precedents of
our Government. The number of worde is sbout the same
as those used in the time of Washington,in the cases of Ver-
mont, Kentucky, and Tennessee. Then just about the same
number of terms were employed, and the same identieal
questions were presented. That i all that relates to the ad-
mission of the State. Then the second section of the bill,
which might te here or any where elss, provides that, until
the representation in Congress shall be spportioned accord -
ing to the enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States,
the State of California shall be entitled to two Representa-
tives in UCongresa,
| Sir, from there to there is the whole bill—not half a span
by my hand, which is nota large epan either. ' Now, sir,
itis my opinion—and I shall make a motion to that effect,
and ask the yeas and nays upon it—that if the Senate will
lay down the motion which is now before them, and postpone
other subjects, and praceed to the cynsideration of this bill for
the admiss‘on of California, we can finish it this week, while
| we have the benefit of the presence of those gentlemen who
will be absert mext week, under the order of the Senate.
We shall save a great doal of time, besides doing what
is proper in itself with regard to this sulject ; thet is, to ad-
mit Calilornia as a separate messure. If, on the coutrary,
Mr. President, this motion shall not prevail, and we go on
v‘mh Ithn motion for raising a committee, there will be some
) time ipevitably taken up by the consideration of that motion,
and after that is decided, the committee of thirteen will ne-
cessarily be required, by the imposing gravity of their misssion,

y to consider it some length of time before they repirt. Dr.
Frauklin, sir, in his wisdom—and bis wisdomts was mch that
it picked ont whatever was wise or even decorous in he con-
duet of nations or individuals—ralates an aneedote of m Indisn
chief, who, when called upon to sign a of pescs, con-
sidered it disrespectful to snswer any pi whch were
made to him till the next day, in order that he might seem,
at lesst, to have considered the question. On the ainciple
of the action of this Indian chief, who took ome nigh to seem
to consider a question which he was to decide wpon, this
committee of thirteen, acting under such impressive circum-
stances, with nothing less than the salvation of the Union in
its hands, will have to consider meny before they can
come bsck and ulllh.u' tha)i{h;; tlormed the du'y which
the Senate gave thim. retura incontinertly, the
Senate may suppose they had not considered it at all ; or,
what might be supposed much more material, that :hey bad
considered it beforeband, and thst it therefore was a solemn
farce tb go out and come back with what, in the vernacular,
had been **cut and dried " beforehand. . must con-
sider ; they aro obliged to consider a week, perhaps two or
three weeks, under such grave circumstances as they will
be placed in. Here, then, is to be a degl of lost
time, if the proposed committee is raiscd. This week is
gone beyond all quostion; and the committee will need
that, and porhaps all the time while others may be thsent, to
consider, Any attempt, then, Mr. President, to go on and
raise a committee, I consider as a post of the ques-
tion for weeks, and then to stand the W brought
forward incombered with questions which do not belong to it,
and which must necessarily give rise to débate here, and pos-
sibly a disagreement between the two Houses ; and this long
delay may result in the loss of the California bill by the dis-
agreement botween the two Houses, I see nothing, sir, but
long delay and imminent danger to the California bill, by
proceeding sny further with this molion to refer Lo 8 commit-
tce. We have no need of it; we baye the bill hore, Lrief,
pointed, exactly in the words in which the bills in.s!l such
cases were introduced in the uﬂm of our higory. [
shall, therefore, make the motion . I intended to make
yesterday, thut when the question shall be taken up thisday,
befure the pending amendment is gone into, to lay the subject
of raising a committee on thetable, for the oi taking
up the bill No. 169, for the m}n:::lﬂ:m!" _'mdhtn of Uali-
fornia, and upon that metion e yeas naye,

M. CL.\Y[.,D Ih "5:’ honorable Senator from Missouri
will withdraw his n for a moment,

Mr. BENTON. Oh, certainly, certainly ; any thing in
a spirit of compromise, except the compromising of Califor-
nis away.

Mr, CLAY. With respect to the parliamentary objection
made by the Senator from Missouri to mr amendment, if he
chooses to present that objection in form, [ am ready to meet
it. The amendment was drawn afier !¢ fullest considern-
tion that I could give to any possible mestion of form that
might arise.

I pass that by, sir. It is a most unlappy non-concurrence
for poor California between the honoralle Senator from Mis-
souri and myself He wants Californa admitted. So do 1.
He n_aueu the lapse of time before ker admission can take
place.™ So do I, Butit is a little siigular that the honora-
ble Senator himeelf—I must say it, it all respect and defer-
ence—is one of the causes which proongs the admission of
California into the Upion.  Sir, I mas a proposition to that
Senator on Friday last, I think, whia I will renew to day.
Let this commitice be appointed withait further opposition |
which opposition, I think, will be foun: to be wholly unavail-
ing, and to be productive of no conseuence but that of an
additional consumption of time. Let opjosition totlie appoint-
ment of the committee be withdrawn ; et the commiltee be
raised ; let the bill fur the admission of California be reported
and acted upon in the Senate. 8ir, vhen taken up, 1 have
already intimated the purpose, which | shall not abandon, 1o
propnse as an amendment to that bill povisions to give Terri-
torial Governments to the two new Territories without the
Wilmot proviso. But, sir, short as thit bill is, notoecupy-
ing more space than the honorable Saator’s hand, does he
suppose that bill is go'ng to pass in the shape in which it is,
even supposing the rejection of my poposition? He talks
about early preceden's. If he means to refer lo early prece-
dents for the admission of new States, we shall violate all of
them if California be admitted. Forhow were, they admit-
ted, from Ohio upward, but by the pasage of a previous law
proposing certain articles of compact to \te new States, which
were to be assented to by a convention ol the people of the
new Siates, and brought here in the shapef a compact, bind-
ing aud obligatory forever upon both partie: ! How is it with
California ! Why, upon the subject of the »ublic domain and
rthe rights cf the United States in Californiy, if the bill were
to pass in that little, brief space, which the lonorable Senator
has read and exbibited to the Senate, the coisequence will be
the loss of the public domain in Califoruia. I know my hen-
orable friend from Illinois, who has seen this objection to the
hill, has turned his attention to it, and I hop: he will add to
the valuable labors be has rendered the counry and the Sen-
ate by proposing a suitable provision to protect the rights and
interests of the United Siates in California. Dut if Califor-
nia be admitted at all, she can only be admitted by annexing
the condition to the act for her admission, that nothingin that
act shall centravene or impair the righta ot the United States
in the public demain. I confess that, although I have rather
brought my mind to her;admiseion, upon the condition of the
reservation of the rights of the United States in California, I
do not think it quite equal to what it wonld be if it were a
solemn compact between the people of California and the Ui-
ted States before it was admit'ed.

Now, sir, the honurable Senator talks of the delay which
will ensue if Califurnia be not now taken up and acted upon,
as a committee will in a few days depart upon a melancholy
occasion, and probably be absent about two weeks. He thinks
we may gel through with this in two or three days. Let all
opposition to the appointment of the committee be withdrawn ;
let it be oppointed; then we can take up the Califoruia bill
and act upen it.  So that, really, [ say, without any inten-
tional disrespect towards the Senator from Missouri, that heis
prolonging the admi«sion of California in thus continuing to
oppcse the appointment of this committee.

Sir, let us lock at all the facts connected with this matter.
Suppose it were practicable to pass a bill for the admission of
Califoruia with suitable guards and protection to the public
property ; suppose it wero praciicable to pass it this week ;
why, then, we must turn our attention to the condition of
things in the other House. The passage of a bill' throngh
the Sena‘e, for the admis-ion of Californis, does not admit
California. It must first have the concurrence of the co-
ordinate branch of the National Legislature, and another co-
ordinate department of the Government. If we me to judge
of the future by the past, I should be very happy to be per-
fectly assurod that the other branch of thariegis ature will be
in a condition to transact the public business two wecks
hence. If they consume any thing like the amount of time
in electing an officer to supply the place of the lamented in-
dividual who has died, as they did in orgsnizing at first, it
may be weeks before that body will even be prepared to act
vponany bill. Tam willing to give California a chance with-
out our consuming time. It is so much waste of time, s'r,
to object to the committee. Let opposition 1o the committee
cease, Let its fato b decided. 1f the Senate decide agninst
it, there will be an end to it. But if thera be a majoriy in
favor of it, no dilatery proceedings, no parliamentary pro-
ceedings, no altempt to thwart the will of the mjority of this
Senate, (and I hope no such attempt will be made, and [
charge no one with making it,) w.ll, I trust, finslly prevail.
Let us then go to work and act like men, talk less and act
more, and decide upon the question, and after that take up
the bill for the admission of California. That is my view of
what we should do.

Mr. BENTON. I propose the point of my objection, if
there be any point in it, to his specious ment, My ob-
jectiorr to it is, that it is a resolve to govern the conduct of
the Senate ; that it is an independent resolve to govern the
conduct ¢i the Senate. It has nothing to do with the busi-
ness which is included in the motion. It is simply a resolve
| which can be introduced and considered by itself—a resolve, I
repeat, to govern the conduct of the Senate in their action upon
acertain coee. Inthat point of view, it seem4 to me that what is
called an amendment is not an amendmeat, but an indepen-
dent resolve. a .

But the Senstor from Kentucky makes a proposition, or
renews one malle yesterdsy, and, in his extreme good nature,
supposes that all parts of the Senate sre; in the most
amicable temoer possible. Tt is nothing more nor less
than that a jury should go out with the case, and after
the jury has gine out with it, the counsel and advocates may
proceed to argue it. That is his proposition, and whether the
| case is sent to a jury of twelve or thirteen, makes no differ-
{ ence. The jury of thirteen is to go out in thiscase. 8ir, it
is nothing niore nor less than a proposition to send a jury out
wjth the case, and we have been sufficiently advertised of the
fact that that jury is to consist of the distinguisted and lesding
members of the Nenate. These distinguished and leading
gentlemen will go out, and will defiberate upon the case,
and while they are deliberating, why, the remainder
der—those porhaps who would necessarily fall into the
category of led members—may be amusing themselves—
with discuseing the subject and presenting their views ; and
whentver the jury of thirteen shall have made up their ver-
dict, they will come in, and whoever may happen to be
his fet at ihe moment, will have to take his seaf, and W‘::m
cut off exactly where he stood ; the delivery of the verdict
putting an end to the whole case heis arguing. This is rather
& new proceeding in the Senate of the United States, and [
object to the idea of sending out a jury with a case, snd leav-
ing other Senators here to argue it.

The Senstor from Kentucky, sir, charges me with ocea-
sioning all the delay in the adwgeion of California. And
how do I occasion 1t? By resiffing a motion to send this
question to a committee. Have I not a right to Jo that ? If
I bave no right to do it, it is a question of order, which the
chair may decide ; and if it is decided that I have no right,
I will sit down at once.  But while I have a
right to proceed in a certain way, all efforts to de'er me from
proce-ding, by throwing on me the blame of obstructing busi-
ness, will be of no avail. But this is no novelty. We have
great examples for throwing the blame of bein: of
disturbances upon those who are innocent. 1Illinl, Mr.

parlinmentary.

President, there were never more professions made in favor of
peace, there were never more ancomiums delivered upon peace,
nor ever greater sentiments of devotion to pesce uttered or
professed I{Imyhﬂunm the face of the earth, than were
uttered by him who was the greatest of warriors—the great
emperor. He wasalways for peace ; how, then, came heto be
ways in war? Becanse, when his armies entered a couniry,

the people would resist, and thet made war, and made bim a |’

di-turber of the which he was o0 anxious to preserve,
That is exactly the way the great emperor got the name of
being a disturber of the peace : the p would resist when
his armies entered their country. All he asked of them
was (o submit ; all that ho asked was that they should be
quiet, and let his armies move over their country. They had
come for their good, and perhaps for something else. Yes,
sir, when one of the ladies that George I. brought from Hen-
over, and afterwards made a duchess, wasonce passing through
the streets of London, she was hooted at, if not pelted ; and
when, for the &:‘r;m of pacifying the mob, she she
had come for their ** goofs,” meaning their good, one of the
populace replied readily, supposing that goods were meant,
““and for our chattelstoo.” ~Andso of the great emparor ; he
entered all those countries for the good of the people, and for
their chattels also; and, as they did not choose to have
good performed for them in thst way, war was the result.
‘T'hey resisted, and thereby made war, and made the emperor
a disturber of the peace, lover of peace as he was.

In the same identical manner, Mr. President, with a paral-
lelism which has been drawn bers somewhat too close for a
parody, the Senator from Kentucky charges me with delaying
the admission of Californis, because I resist where I have a
right to resist, and, more than that, where I hold it to be my
duty to resist, and where I am sustained by sixty years of un-
interrupted legislation of the two houses of Congress. Sir,
three times Washington, the father,of his country, sent in
messages for the admission of new States precisely under the
same circumstances as those under which President Taylor
sent in a message in this case. Tennessee, Keontucky, and
Vermont were all admitted precisely under these circumstances,
and upon the presentation of messsges precisely lika this.
Five other States were admitted afterwards under the same
circumstances, and by meseages of the Presidents of the time
in which those States weire admitted ; making eight in the
whole, being as near half as eight can be of seventeen. Iam
doing what bas been done for sixty years. Every Siate that
has been admitted for sixty years has been admitted in a bill
by itself, except in one siogle case, and then two were put
together in the same bill. Two States applied for admission
at the same time, and had no more right than California now
has, for they made their constitutions for themselves without
the previous authority of Congress. 1 am doing what I have
a right to do, what I feel it to be my duty to do, what sixty
years of legislation justifies me in doing ; and, while this is
the case, it will be lost labor to undertake to scare me off the
track by saying that I am obstructing legislation on the subjzct.

The honorable Benator from Kentucky has said on several
occasions, and repeated it again here to-dey, that California
will come in sooner if all these subjects be taken together,
exciting as they appear. " Come in sooner! Now, it ishard
for me to conceive that the Sena’or has an insight into this
matter which I have not, | Though I profess to be able, when

X bave a view of things, to see as farinto a millstone as he

that picks ir, yet I cannot see the pickers here. 'The Senator
from Kentocky undertakes to.sny that thes: things will go
on, and California will come in sooter, if she is mixed up with
all these foreign questions—foreign to her certainly. Now,
he certainly understands what he eays. I do not. 1 do mot
understand why one subject, complicated withan immense
number of others, is to go faster than it could go by iteelf.
There may be a question in this, as to the public lands. [
here ripeat what I said the other day, that when the question
of the admission of the State is up before the Senate, it will
be proper to dis:uss the question of admission, and then I
shall expect the Se: ator from Illinuis, who bas reported this
bill, to saii-fy me and theSenste upon this point. It will be
sufficient time to discuss that, when we come to discuss the
bill. The supposition is, that the bill is to go faster when
complicated and load=d with all these subjects than it can go
alone. There is something in that which is inexplicable to
me. I know there is an ides, which may be calied verna-
cular, prevalent in some parts f the country, that a horse can
pull stronger if he has a weight upon his back, and I have
often secn large packs with two or three bushels of grain
upon a horse’s back while he was etraining every nerve in
pullirg a load up hill. The argument was, that it kept the
backbone straight, and enabled him to draw directly against
the centre of every joint, [Laughter.] That was done in
the case of drawing ; but thid¢ is a case of running. Cali-
fornia has to run, and as it seems to me she has to run the
gauntlet and a long line. I never leard it supposrd that a
horse ran faster for having a load upon his back ; but when
we come to look at what is proposed to California, we shall
find ehe has not only three huadred pounds upon her back,
but we sholl have a hundred pounds to tie to each leg, and
still a pretty considerable weight to tie to the tail. I should
like to see how Califarnia wounld run wih three hundred
pounds upon her back and a hundred to each leg, aud fifty
pounds to the tail. It will be a strange thing for the people
of California to learn that, in the opinion of the American
Senate, their State is to run faster precisely in proportion as
she is londed down.

I have been occupied, Mr. President, wholly with the pre-
liminary question of laying this resolution upon the table,
and postponing ils consideration for the purpose of taking
up the California bill. I am not arguing the admission of
California ; I have not got to that. I am not arguing the mo-
tions which will be made to amend the motion to send out this
committee ; much lese, sir, am I argoing the question of such
a committee at at all. All these things are in advance
of what I want. All that [ want, as I have made known,
is to put this ina shape which will admit of no dispute,
The question is now as to the delay, the almost inde’
finite delay, with the chance of eventually losiog the admis-
sion between the two houses. We have now three full days
remsining of this week, and I think, if we proceed, we can in
these three days come to a decisive vote on the California
bill, and in doing that, we shall have washed our hands and
done.our duty ; and it will then be for the House of Repre-
sentatives to do their duty, a thing with which we have noth-
ing to do. '

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr, President, when theobjection was
raised the other day, by the Senator from Alabama, that if the
bill reported by the Committee on Territories was passed, all
the public lands within the limits of that State would be lost
to the Government, would belong to the State of California,
[ promised the Senate that when that bill should be taken up,
I would vindicate the bill entirely from nll apprehensions on
that score ; “and that, ifl could not do it by argumeat, I would
certainly do it by amendment. I had hoped, therefore, that
criticisms upon that part of the bill would have been deferred,
and that the public mind would not have been prejudiced by
allusions to that supposed defect, until the California bill
cameé up for consideration. It has, however, been alluded to,
and the high authority of the Senator from Kentucky has
been given to sanction the correctness of the opinion expressed
by the Senator from Alabama,

Sir, I bold mysell entirely capable of removing all appre-
hensions upon that point, on reference to well-established
suthorities—a large number of cases, forming such a current
of authority, as I lppuhand, that no one, after investigating
the facts, can question the correctness of the opinion which
I expresscd. Sir, as a Benator from the State of [llinois, I may
rejoice if the Benator from Kentucky, or the Senator from
Alsbama, would succeed in maintaining the position that they
have here assumed in regaid to California. If that position
be correct, I am prepared to show that this Government owes
the State of Illinois nineteen millions of dollare, for lands sold
within that State, and that filteen millions of acres of unsold
lands, held by the Goveroment of the United States within
the limits of that State, now belong to the State of Illinois,
Yes, sir, andalso that this Government owes Ohio twenty
millions, and owes Indiana twenty one millions; and other
Siates large sums, to the amount of ninety odd millions of
dollars, for lands sold within those States, the money for
which bas been received by this Government, when the pro-
ceeds belonged to those States, if the position umm«! by
the honorable Senators from Alsbama and Kentucky be cor-

rect.
Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I wish to make u single re-
mark. [ certainly expresced no deliberately formed opinion

the point of order. :

Mr. BENTON. What [ say is for the Senate, and not
by way of appeal.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator appeal ?

Mr. BENTON, I am spesking merely to the Senate, and
not by way of appeal. - | am speaking on the ition sub-
mitted by the Senater from Kentucky, and I meau to give my
ressons—very poor ones to be sure—why it should not be
adopted. I take that to be in order.

e VICE PRESIVDENT. Yes, sir. ’

Mr. BENTON. Well, I have learned something. If I
cannot teach, I can be teached. Yes, sir, here is a proposi-
tion, which is called an amendment, that the Senate Joes not
deem it necessary to express in advance any opinion, or give
any instiuctions, either general or specific, for the guidance
of said committee. Now, here is a tion, very proper
perhaps to be adopt- d in a cauens, but not belonging to the
Senate at all, by which the Senator asks that the Senate shall
cut iteolf off from its parliamentary rights, of offering amend
ments to bills and resolutions while going through the body.
All this might do in caucus, but it will not do in the Benate.
The Senate does not deem it necessary (why not deem it
necessary ’) to give any instructions al all on any subject to

the commiutee. It is 8 committee, as is frequently proclaim-
ed—though its appointment is not yet entered on the jour-
nal—composed of distinguished and leading men, and it may

be that they have all the wizdom of the Senate in their hands,
and that when they goout nothing will be lefi behind, and all the
rest of the Senate put together can give them no information.
All this may be so, bat it is the first time that the Ameri-
can Senate was ever called upon to make such a declaration.
It is not to do it in advance. Why not do it in advance ?
Has not the Senate been in the practice of giving instructions
to committees, from the founda'ion of the Government to the
present day ? ‘Is it not done in regard to all committees,
whenever Senators choose ! Andwas it ever proposed before
to tie up the hands of the Senate by a previous declaration
that they will not give opinions in advance? They may give
them rde, and may agree to what may be done, but
beforehand the body of the Benate is to do nothing. Itisnot
to give any Instructions, either general or specific, for the
guidance of the said commitiee ! 8ir, the objection is well
taken by the Senator from New Jersey that this goes beyond
the amendment which [ have offered, and which is before the
Senate. It goea bayond what is before the Senate, and de-
clates at once that, no matter what amendments any Sanator
may have in his bosom, no matter what may be offered, the
Senate will not consider them. This, sir, is a new declara-
tion to he made in the Americon Benate, and one of those
which, if it passes, will pass after going through such parlia-
mentary forms as will mark it as an epoch in our parliamen-
tary history. Sir, it is a new method ofapplying the previous
question—a question never appiied in this bady. It is a new
method of applying the gag—a thing never done in this hody.
It is a new way of stulifying the whole body of Sena-
tors, except those who go out on the committee. Sir, all this
is new ; and is it not asimpotent as it is new ? Suppose it is
adopted. Sappose the Senate resolves itself into what seems
to me to be nothing more than a caucus and adopt this resola-
tion. What next? The momeat they have adopted it, bas
not every member here a parlinmentary right to offer amend-
ments on the spot, regardlesa of what the Senate has decided
upon’ The altempt is impotent. We have a right to offer
instructions after instructions, and when offered, the only
way for the Senate to do, if it will not adopt them, is
to refuee them ; that ie, to vole them down when present-
ed. That is the only way—the only sensible method.
If the Senate adopts this resolution, that it will not give
any instructions, they cannot get rid of the question.
We have the right, every one of us, while we remain
Senators, to offer our propositions for instruction. And I
presume there will be enough to offer those instractions, and
test their parliamentary right to do so; and Senators will be
brought to the point on each instruction for itself, while there
is enough to call the yeas and nays to vote on each for itself.
All this must be apparent. And now, sir, why persevere in
endeavoring to get a declaration from the Senate which is to
cut off' a parliamentary proceeding, when you cannot doit’
It will end in impotency 5 of thatgentlemen may rest assured.
It is the first time that eversuch a thing was attemp'ed in the
American Senate. It is cutling us off from deliberation. It
is cutting us off from our right of instruction, and it is fore-
stalling debate. Tt is an assumption the like of which never
before wae known in this body.

Now, sir, this great committee—we have had their names
in the newspapers, though they have not yet been elected by
the Sepate. Grant that they have all the wisdom of the Se-
nate, and will carry it out with them ; yetthe Senateisnot to
declare upon this proceeding that it could give them no in-
struction. They are not to adopt a resolution which ndmits
that the Senate cannot enlighten them at all. It is not for
the Senate to say that they would sit here in Egyptian dark-
ness until the committee comes in and illuminates the cham-
ber. And now, if it should be the fact that every thing is
ready, that the report is ready, and that the committee have
nothing to do in the world after it goes out but to corme back
again—like the French king who marched up the hill and
down again—if surh should be the case, would it not better
become the American Senate that it should be produced, and
let us bave the illominstion from it at once ? ~ Would it not
be better to produce the report at once, and act en this bill for
the admission of California as it came along !

Sir, the going out of that committee from this chamber
might excite alarm throughout the country. What do we
suppose if we see a physician hastenirig to 8 house? Why,
that somebody is sick there; but we are not yet alarmed
But if we see two doctors going there we suppose the case is
a difficult one. And if we see four, five, six, or seven doc-
tors collecting at the house, we conclude immediately that
somebody is dying at that house. Now, sir, if this great
number of political doctors are to sit on_the body of the re-
publie, what will the country suppose but that the poor re-
public is at the last gasp, and that it takes thirteen doctors to
set upon the case and save the patient. Sir, it is to alarm
the country. I tell you from this proceeding there must be
an alarm, or there must be a laugh. One or the other there
must be. From the sublime to the ridicalous is only one
step ; and what in this case must have convulsed the country
in the beginning, has now got where a step would cover it
with ridicule. Sir, suppose this commiitee goes out and
comes back with a report, and su it is nothing more nor
lees than to convesrt this Senate into the old blacksmith shop
at Gretns Green, and makipg them join parties together,
whether God ever sanctioned it or not ; suppose the com-
mittee comes back with a report cut and dried for the pur-
pose of joining to California four or five measures which the
Senate and the House have been talking of for four or five
months past ; suppose they bring back nothing but what is
already prepared, and which is upon all our tables, in what
position will this great commitiee be ! We have read of
the mountain that was in labor and that was delivered of a
mouse. But it was at least a live mouse, for the fable says 1t
run.  But here it seems that gentlemen are to bring out some-
thing that has been lying on our tables so long that it is dead
—a combination of measures which have been so long born
that they are lying help'ess in their cradles. Sir, there is no
medium, The country, if not alarmed, must laugh. But I
am against making what is equivalent to a proclamation de-
claring the country in danger. The sending out of such a
committee as this is precisely equivslent to the Senate's mak-
ing a proclamation in golemn form that the republic is in
danger, and then almost giving the dictatorial power of seeing
the republic sustained to a committee. I am against making
this proclamation. [ do met believe the republic is in dan-
ger to-day. [ belicve there has been some danger. But
that danger has by; and to be providing a remedy now,
would be the providing of a remedy for what is past. I do
not hold that the country is in danger now, and I do pot
think that we ought to undertake to alarm the country by the
solemn form of setting thirteen physicians to consult over the
critical and dying condition of the State, and to come in with

whether the admission of California, without any provision ss
to the disposition of the public lands of the United States in
thut State, would prevent the United States from holding the
public domain thers located. But, rir, notwithstanding nll
that has been said, I shall insis', as a precantionary messure,
that some clause be inseried declaring the retention by the
Government of the United States of the public lands in Cali-
fornia. It is not necessary, however, to go into the discus-
sion of the subject now. I trust the honorable Senator from
lilinois, at the proper time, will enlighten us on the point.
For myself, I should be glad that the enactment of such4 law
would not be necessary.

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would state to the honorable Senator
from Kentucky, that although I am prepared 10 show that it
is unneceseary, yol, by way of precaution, [ am prepared to
offer an smendment, which I holdin my hand, to remove every
diubt on the subject. Bat I can stuw that such an amend-
ment will nit be n .

Mr. BENTON. 1 move to lay this subject on the table,
for the purpose of taking up the California bill, and on that
motion I ask the yeas and nays.

The quertion was then takeu on the motion to lay the sub-
Jject on the table, and it was rejected, as follows :

YEAS—Moessrs.  Baldwin, Benton, Bradbury, Chase,
Clarke, Corwin, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge, ot
[“ ’ , of L\P"lillllmvmiﬁn. ll-mgx, Felch, Greene, E-l:e.

amlin, Jone er, Norris, 1 i
Smith, Walker, WG::M’r-—ﬂ e e

S—Messrs. Atchison, Bad Bell, Borland, Bright,

utler, Cass, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of Mississippi, Dick-

in wns, Foote, Hunter, King, Mangnm, Mason, Mor-

tom, v Rusk, Sebastian, Soule, Sprusnee, Stu-geon,
Turney, Underwood, Whitcomb, Y:in—-ﬁ.

Mr. BENTON. This which is called an smendment, snd
which strikes me as being nothing but a rule of action, which

the Senate is called upon to adopt for itself, was objected to |

by me as being uvparlismentary ot the time it was offered,

a nostrum to save her. Why, sir, it will be a very ludi-
crous thing if this committee shall come in with our old nos-
trum. If they should come in with a scheme to join all these
bills together, it will put us in a lodicrous position, and
one in which we ought not to be placed. If geatlemen wish
to unite other measures with California, let them take np the
Californin_ bill, and then offir those propositions, and the
opinion of the Senate can be taken upon them, as the Sena-
tor from Kertucky intimated some days ago, when I comp'i-
mented him upon proceeding in such a manly and parlia-
mentary manner. ‘That is the right way to do. Now, sir,

this thing which is_ colled an amendment, but which is
nothing but a declaration, an independent resolve—such a
one as would be perfectly proper to adopted ‘in a caucus,

but which cannot be adopted in the Senate—this independent
res Ive, that we will give no instractions of any kind what-
soever to guide the committee, why, eir, although the Senste
may vote it, they cannot prevent us from undertaking to give
instractions to guide the commitiee ; and, although in point
of fact no one of us may be able to suggest an instruction
that could guide this great commiltee, yel, in the parlia-
mentary sense we can—under the parliamentary law, webave a
right 10 offer instructions to guilethe committee. And who is
it, Mr. President, that makes this motion that the committee
shall not be guided ! [ hope no one of the thirteen who are
to be on that committee undertakes to maintain this resolution;
for, sir, although- it maLh true, true as gospel that they are
superior to the rest cf the Senate, and that we cannot guide
thern at all, yet they should not tell us so. It is we who
should disqualify ourselves, and no one of that thirteen, in
my opinion, should vote. Delicacy, reserve, decorum, should
make them stand off, and refuse to vote for a resolution which
weuld stoltify all the other members of the body. They
shou! it to ourselves to stultify ourselves.

I have takten up more time than I intended on this prelimi-

nary point. I consider it wholly nugatory, that, after what

, for we ghall undertake to exercise our parlinmentary
ﬂgﬂﬁlﬁringim:lcﬁm;md-nt that some of
have been here jus| about long enough to know how to do it,
and to get a vote upon every instructien, in some form or
other, that lies upon the table,'and upon every instruction that
may hereafler be offered.

Mr. CLAY. I am very sorry, Mr. President, for this

there are two or three yemarks which the honorable Senator
notice. The honorable Senator has

intimated that there has been one.
the Benator make such an assertion }

of a caucue, and

I pow pronounce it

nocaucus, that [ know of ; although, God knows, I would at-
tend a caucus of any and every body to settle this most un-
happy question, which is now distraciing the country, and I
would attend it without any feeling of reproach, from what-
ever quarter it might be ventured to be hurled. The honora-
ble Senator speaks of his rights. Yes, sir, and other Sena-
tors have their rights slso, and other Benators are just ss
well prepared as the Senator from Missouri is to assert their
rights. And the Senale bas its rights.  Now, sir, I putit to
the Senate and the couantry, what has been the progress of

ment embracing four
having others yet in reserve. Well, my dear sir—Mr. Presi-

not the majority of this Senate a right to say whether they
will or will not create a committee withuut any instructions *
The resolution will be adopted. The Senator offers his set of
amendments—for the purpose I will not say, because I have
no right to go into the intention of the Senstor—but the
effect of them would be delay, procrastination, embarrassment ;
snd that effect is attempted or will be attempted to be pro-
duced sgainst these distinct and emphatic expressions nfp the
opinion of the majority of this body. The question then
comes to this, whether the Senate shall or shall not have the

wer—I speak always of the majority of the Benate—to act !

ey, sir, il ought to have it, and I care not by what name
you callit. T'he previous question !~ah, sir, not many vears
will elapse before you, will find the indi necesaity of
this valuable mode of terminating a useless and unnecessary

spect to my parliamentary career—my Congressional career—I
look back to none with more satisfaction than the introduction
of that previous question in the .other wing of this building.

ordinary violation of the rights of the Senator, end what is
it? Thatwe createa committee without giving that commit-
tee any instructions—a thing which happens every day, and
somelimes two or three times a day, either to a special or
standing commiltee—every day: of the session either in this
house or in the other.

Now, sir, is it not known that if you refer a subject to a
committee, you musl, to some extent, confide in that com-
mittee ; leave it untrammelled, unshackled, to the exercige of
its best judgment ; for, at least, when it does any thing, it is
reported back to you, subject to your decision, toyour power,
to your control. Sir, what was done with the committee pro-
posed in the caso of the very State which the Senator repre-
sents, appointed in the other House in the year 1822 7 Were
sny instructions given to that committee ! Not one,
any embarrassing mode of procrastination attempted on that
occasion ! And afterwards, in relation to the constitution of
the committee, that happened which had never happened be-
fore, and-which perbaps will not happen again for many
years. When I proposed in the House of Representatives the
conslitution of a joint committee to consist of \wenty-three
on the part of the ITouse, and a suitable number on the part
of the Senate, to consider the question of California—of Mis~
souri, | mean. Why, sir, it is not at all extraordinary that
I speak of Cslifornia; for if we listen to the honorahle Se-
nator on the other side of the house, there are no United
States—Californin has absorted every thing. [Laughter.]
When I proposed a joint committee of twenty-three on the
part of the House, and a suitable number on the part of the
Senate, was there any motion in the other body td instrucf,
to manacle, to chain down that committee ? No, sir, they
were left free as air, to explore through the whole region of

that unhappy question should be settled. Sir, what is pro-
posed " The honorable Senator has several times talked and
presented, in his witty and humorous manner, the figare of a
horse borne down by e grievous weight cast upon its back.
Why, sir, the Senator knows perfectly well that the whole

combine together the government . of territories acquired in
common, and to establish for these territories a suitable form
of gavernment adapted to their respective situaiions.

And, sir, what is the condition of the case ? Let us look
at the facts. There is a certain portion of this body that is
for California. Give us California, California, and nothing
bat California. There id another portion of this body and of
Congress that says, we are willing to give you California, but
we want something more than California : we waot to estab-

war and of political everits under our care, And, to my ut-
ter surprise, I have heard Senators upon this floor express the
opinion that we should leave all New Mexico and all Utah—
New Mexico with a population of one hundred thousand, and
a military—yes, [ have heard Whigs, Whigs express the
opinion that we should leave the military government which
isin operation in New Mexico to continue ; Whigs who de-
nounced the existence of the militaty government established
under the authority of the late Administration during a sea-
son of war; and yet now, in a state of profound pesce; it is
proposed to pass California, pass Californis, pass California,
and leave New Mexico and Utah to take care of themselves.
Sir, it is contrary to every obligation of duty resulting from the
treaty, resulting from the constitution, resulting from the po-
sition and character which we hold as American statesmen
and legislators ; and as soon as leave New Mexico and Utah
without governments—of all others the portions of that coun-
try the mo:t in want of governments—I would, as a father, as
lief turn out my son at the age cf fifteen into the streets of a
corrupt cily, and say to him, **Go, my boy, take care of your-
self until you are twenty one, and then come back to me, and
I will tell you what honorable vocation in life to select.”
8ir, it is our duty, our bounden, our solemn duty, to make
at least an attempt to establish governments for Utah and New
Mexico ; and if we cannot do it after making the effort, we
shall stand reproachlessfur not having done it. If we cannot
do it, it will be the result of differences of opinion unfortu-
nately existing amongst us, which will prevent its being done.
The error of those Senators who talk of leaving Utah and
New Mexico to their fate is exactly this: they begin where
they ought to end. Begin to discharge your duty;: try to
make governments for these terrilories, and if you fail to do
it, you will stand unreproached in he cyes of God and man
in having made the effort to diecharge your duty.

I have said that one portion of Congress wan's Californis,
and nothing but California ; enother portion, whilst for bring-
ing in California, says, let us settle this distracting question ;
let us establish territorial governments without the proviso,
and connect them with California. Ard why should not we
doit? [Ihave heard the **dignity of Cali‘ornia” alluded to,
as if allthe gold and dignity of the nation bad sought refuge
and sought an asylum on the shores of the Pacific. I have
been utterly unable fo ¢cmprebend this derogation from the
dignity of California. Sir, I go for hoth messures ; both
ought 'to be carried ; both, in my opinion, ought to be ssso-
ciated together ; and I do not see the slightest evidence of dis=
respect to California or to any budy else in doing it.

Sir, I framed this resolution deliberately, and I framed it
for the purpose of getting rid of the unnecessary instructions
which the Senator from Missouri has , and to dispoee
of any other instructions which his ily—and no man
possesses a greater amount of it than he does—might suggest
to be brought before this body. Let my smendment be adopt-
ed, and let the Senator offer his other instructions, from one
to ninety-nipe, il ke pleases, and we will see whether the
question of order will not silence them all.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, the State of California is
not here, and, unless somebody stands up for her, it seems
likely that she will go to the wall ; for she not only gets hard
knocks, but she gets alro what is called thomps. She is s
ken of to day ss absorbing the whole United States. So far
s [ can see, she only wants to get in among the United
States—1to be one of thirty-one, and to be the last of the thir-
ty-one. That is all I can #dee in her wants. Bul the Sepa-
tor from Kentucky not only presents California in this aspect,
but he presented her some days ago in an attitude which Idid
not then remark upon, snd which I should not do now,
but for the mauner in which he has brought her up to day.
It was said by the Senator from Kenfucky the other day that
California had made a runaway match, and now turned up
her nose at ber unmarried sisters.  Well, sir, if she did make
a runaway maich, she did not marry a runaway negro ; and
if her unmarried sisters should marry into that family, it may
be that, when they come about her acd into her company,
she may not only turn up her nose, but snub their noses.
California has made a constitution for herself, and in that con-
stitution she has left out slavery in every form, and the pro-
position now ta unite her with the fogitive slave bill—

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator allow me to say that (here
is no such proposition ? §

Mr. BEE' ON. The Senator from Kentucky, it is due
to him to say, bas in his speeches disclaimed it ; but the Se-
nator from Kentucky, eminent as he is, and leading as he is,
is not the record. mo'ion is to two sets of resolu-
tions. One is the honorable Senator’s own set of resolutions,
and the other that of the Benatot from Tennessee, (M1, Bruz;)
s Lol 258 the gioa mrien A pending Wil oy
away negroet now pending will carry
with,itlllﬂnu Here is a proposition, then, to
unite California with a sobjoct of which she has washed her

bands, and which has already delayed her, is now delsying,
must continue to delsy ber, and may in the end lead to her

unnecessary consumption of the time of the Senate, but |

from Missouri has made, which seem to me to require some |
n what authority does |
a mistake, an absolute and entire mistake. There has been |

this matter ! The Senator from Missouri proposes an amend- |
ons, and, as a sort of menace | |
suppoze, he shells out eight or_ten others, and spesks of his |

dent, I mean—has not this body aright to protect itself; bas |

debate in this house, In my reflections upon the past, in®re- |

But, sir, it seems that a!l at once there has been some extra- |

Was

patriotic intellect for the purpose of devising a mode by which

amount of what is intended hy any body is to connect and *

lish governments for a people thrown by the vicissitudes of

ey

e




